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FirstPoint 

Use FirstPoint to find:

FirstPoint contains:

Tips:

information about Australian cases, reported since 1825 and unreported since 1999

summaries of Australian cases, sourced from the Australian Digest

subsequent history and litigation history for Australian cases 

information and links to some journal articles and case notes.

citation of a case

links to the full text judgment or law report if available in Lawbook Online e.g. CLR 
(Commonwealth Law Reports)

journals article and case notes written about a case

subsequent cases that have referred to a case, together with how each one has considered the 
case (e.g. Distinguished, Applied, Considered)

cases on a legal issue, browsable under a particular subject classification in the Digest 

cases that have considered a particular legislative provision.

If searching using case names, combine using ‘and’ e.g. osland v queen, enter: osland and 
queen.

Results can be sorted by Case title, Year and Jurisdiction in a hierarchical order.

Results contain relevant Digest and Classification information to help determine relevance.

To find out whether the case is still “good law”, look at the Cases Citing section and click on 
individual cases to check whether the case has been Applied, Considered or Overruled. Check 
the Status Symbol applied to these cases.

Look for the Noted in Journal articles section, if available. 

Look at the Digest and Classification information to determine the legal principles considered 
in the case and use these for further searching.

Help also contains a Status Symbols Guide, and a table of abbreviations used.
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http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/databases/1899059.html


Visit www.lib.monash.edu.au/help/ or

call +61 3 9905 5054 or 1800 331194 (toll free outside Melbourne)

go to ask.monash at ask.monash.edu.au

ask at the information desk at your nearest library. Check hours and locations:  
www.lib.monash.edu.au/libraries/ 

log in to online chat via the Library’s website. 

More help from the Library: 
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